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Desire’s Baby by Kate Choplin
Analyzing characters’ inner struggles, resolutions, and historical contexts 
Very many novels discuss racial dilemmas especially as it relates to intermarriages among races but the way Desire’s Baby by Cate Choplin espouses racial intermarriages is exemplary. In the short story, Kate talks of Desiree, a girl who is abandoned at a young age, and she is adopted by the Valmonde’s (Arner 132). Questions linger about Desiree’s origin but she grows to be a beautiful young lady. She falls in love with Armand, a young hardworking, and a rich man who is also harsh in the manner in which he treats slaves who work for him. The two lovebirds have a baby who seems to be darker meaning that Desiree must be having an African American lineage. Armand is not happy anymore and he treats those around him more harshly than before including his wife and baby (Arner 137). Desiree runs away from her matrimonial home due to this change of heart of her husband. From the foregoing, it is evident that even if there is love between the two, there still are resentments about the origins of their selves. Thus, this essay discusses personal conflicts within characters in Desiree’s Baby as well as how the historical context of the short story espouses conflicts among races in the U.S.A. 
One of the main manifestations of the inner struggles revealed in the story is whether to continue loving or to stop loving someone of another race. For instance, Nguyen (175) notes that when there are increasing concerns about the baby’s darker complexion, Armand becomes furious and even becomes harsher to his slaves and wife, a revelation that he has inner unsettled feelings and could only direct his anger to those around him. Desiree also likens the little boy who fans her baby and to Armand and could not get answers as to whether the boy is his or not (Crow 147). Additionally, Armand is not as white as other whites and due to his class, he could not be questioned by those around him about his lineage. Hence, it can be seen that characters in the short story are struggling to exactly know their identities as either white or black. This scenario affects how characters treat each other in the short story where if someone is of dark skin, live the slaves and mulattos like Desiree’s baby, you are hated by whites and you cannot live among them. 
The aftermaths of struggles to determine one’s race in the story brings with it consequences in the characters’ lives. For example, failed marriages are one of the things that these children face when they grow up. Another problem is racial profiling and being called “a mullet”, a name that has a racial connotation. The harshness from the society for mullato, as seen in the novel by Kate is real as it was in the historical context in which the novel is set (Nguyen 183). 
There are also aspects of historical contexts that are revealed in the story by Kate Choplin. One of them is the era of slavery and lordship which is synonymous with American history. Being harsh to slaves was fashionable and beating them up as a master is something that back then did not lead to any legal reproach. Hassan and Chinar (141) say the other issues, which remain up to date are the failure of mulattos to determine whether they are black or white. Nonetheless, the society both in the past, in the short story, and even presently regards children coming from African American/Black and white marriages as black. Even though Desiree’s skin color is not distinguishable in the novel, she is regarded as a nobody or at least black because of her perceived lineage. The main conflict in children from mixed parents is their failure to identify themselves with either of the races that their parents come from and this puts them in the path of trying to determine their race all their lives. 
In summary, Desiree’s Baby highlights the challenges of identity that children from mixed races face. The resentments to intermarriage between races have a long history and that is depicted in the short story by Kate Choplin. The issues of ethnic identity among children who are regarded as either black or white are lifelong as we see in Desiree’s case and bring inner struggles. 
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